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This month’s program:  Meet the Media
This month, we’ll assemble some of the area’s foremost players in the media to share their perspectives (and “do’s and don’ts”) with attendees on how to create publicity, how to establish a solid press relations program, how to pitch story ideas in the most effective way, and, of course, how to make valuable media contacts.  
Tuesday, February 27th, Noon-2pm

MORTON’S STEAKHOUSE, 2100 Pacific Avenue @ Caesars Atlantic City
For this event, Morton’s has created a special menu for the P.R. Council which includes a main course of single cut filet ala Béarnaise and Diane.  If you require a vegetarian dish, it must be requested at the time of your RSVP.  Morton’s is unable to provide substitutions the day of the luncheon.  Also, because the PR Council pays for the head count we provide prior to our meetings, if you respond “yes,” and are a “no show,” we have no choice but to forward a bill for the fee paid on your behalf.  
Cost:  $25 members, $35 nonmembers WITH RSVP by February 23rd 
$35 members, $45 nonmembers AT THE DOOR with NO RSVP

RSVP to maria_terpolilli@cable.comcast.com
About our panel members:
Michelle Dawn Mooney, Anchor, NewsChannel 40 NBC

A native of Southern New Jersey, Michelle started her career at NewsChannel 40 NBC as a producer, and quickly moved to general assignment reporter, then weekend news anchor and morning anchor, before settling in as the weekday 5, 6 and 11-pm anchor.  She began her communications career in radio as a news director and morning show co-host for several stations, including WBSS, WAYV, WBBO, and WJSE.  Her love of the business prompted her to forego her dream of becoming a chiropractor and switch her major at Richard Stockton College from Pre-Med Biology to Communications.  An avid singer-songwriter and pianist, Michelle can often be found performing at various charity events. She also enjoys speaking at area schools.  In her spare time, she can be found shopping, boxing, or baking.

William H. Sokolic, South Jersey Courier Post
Bill Sokolic has covered Atlantic City for more than 20 years, first with the weekly Sun, then with the Philadelphia Inquirer and since 1993, The Courier-Post, where he heads the Jersey Shore bureau. Of course, he is the bureau, but he still has to assign himself legions of stories about Atlantic City.   In his spare time, Sokolic has co-authored Atlantic City Revisited, a pictorial history of Atlantic City, written in conjunction with Bob Ruffolo of Princeton Antiques and the Atlantic City Historical Museum. He also chairs the New Jersey Short Screenplay Competition, a part of the New Jersey State Film Festival in Cape May. He's written six feature screenplays, one a quarterfinalist in the American Zoetrope Screenplay Competition, and a short placed as a finalist in Yale University's Bulldog Productions Short Screenplay Competition.
Corin Wilson, Acting Assistant News Director, NewsChannel 40 NBC
Corin Wilson graduated from Temple University in 2004 and began her career as weekend producer at Newschannel 40 NBC just two days after graduation.  She quickly progressed to become the weekday 11 pm producer and is currently the 5 and 6 pm producer, in addition to holding the title of Acting Assistant New Director.
Charles Wray, The Press of Atlantic City 

Charlie Wray, who served as City Editor of The Press of Atlantic City since 1992, was recently named to a new position as Online Editor/Content Development Manager with The Press of Atlantic City Media Group.  In this role, he will work with others in the organization to identify and develop print and online opportunities that represent natural and logical extensions of The Press’ existing franchise and report directly to Paul Merkoski, editor of The Press.  Wray started working for the newspaper in 1975 and has held a wide range of newsroom positions including reporter, copy editor, assistant information systems manager, weekend entertainment section editor and business editor.  He has a BA degree from Muhlenberg College and an MBA from Monmouth College.  He and his wife, Lindsay, live with their two children, Chuck and Meredith, in Egg Harbor Township.

Member Spotlight/5 Quick Questions With…

Fran Northridge, Senior Marketing Consultant/Regional Sales Manager
Millennium Radio New Jersey
1. What is your greatest challenge at work? 

Having the ability to offer my clients the opportunity to promote their business on 12 radio stations makes my job both exciting and challenging.  Additionally, it is essential for me to understand different business categories.  From furniture to financial services, from restaurants to roofing…I need to have an insight into my client’s business in order to be effective.   
2. What was one of your greatest professional successes this past year? 

I was able to combine my volunteer work as PR director for the South Jersey Field of Dreams with a WFPG idea for a radio promotion: The Lite Rock Second Chance Prom.  The event was a huge success for both the radio station and as a fundraiser for the South Jersey Field of Dreams.  Best of all, I got to go to the prom with my husband and since we met in college 30 years ago, that was a lot of fun!  I also received awards from Millennium Radio for creating the most non-traditional revenue and outstanding customer service this year.
3. What personal hobby or activity do you look forward to when you’re not at work? 

I enjoy boating with my husband Ted and my teenagers David and Lena. They are all talented musicians and music has always been an integral part of my leisure time…from marching band to being out on the water in our boat, the “Key of Sea.”
4. What’s a good professional development tip you have for your fellow members? 

Get up earlier! At my age, it’s easier than staying up later.  I devote the early morning to working out, doing a load of laundry or putting the finishing touches on a proposal.  By the time I get to my office at 8:30, I feel like I have accomplished something!
5. What are you looking for from the PR Council in the next year to help you better do your job? 

As a marketing consultant I am always in search of new opportunities and partnerships for my clients, Millennium Radio and the South Jersey Field of Dreams.   I continue to believe the PR Council can be a valuable source.
 
The Public Relations Council of Greater Atlantic City was founded in 1978 by area newsmen and PR professionals.  During the Council’s initial years, the PR business was in its infancy as a profession in Atlantic City.  Newsmen and PR professionals worked together at a time when as many as three or four newspapers in a market would do almost anything to get an “exclusive story.”  As Atlantic City began its first “boom,” an increasingly professional PR business began to emerge, and the Council grew to represent all levels of the profession, from publicists to corporate communications specialists, advertising and graphic arts professionals. Today, the group hosts monthly meetings for professional development such topics as writing, marketing, government relations, crisis management, photography, media relations, and more; membership is open to anyone in the business community. For more information, visit www.prcouncilofac.org or contact Jennifer Troncone at jennifer.troncone@primenewswire.com.
